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The Good Practise presented below is the operation "New Generation Broadband Expansion Projects 

by Telefónica” 

 

Broadband access services are those that allow users, using a specific terminal (computer, mobile phone, 

television, etc.), to have a permanent data connection with high transmission capacity.  

 

New generation broadband access services are broadband access services that allow high speed (30Mbps or 

higher) or very high speed (100Mbps or higher).  

 

The Regional Government of Castilla y León, through the Regional Ministry of Development and of the 

Environment, has launched a call for aid for telecommunications operators to accelerate the expansion of 

coverage of new generation broadband access services.  

 

The areas targeted by the call are those considered 'white areas', i.e. where there are no telecommunications 

operators providing new generation broadband access services, according to the coverage map drawn up by 

the Ministry's Secretary of State, and population centres with a population not exceeding 500 inhabitants.  

 

The company Telefónica de España, S.A.U. has been one of the beneficiaries with 7 new generation broadband 

expansion projects, with a cost of 925,450.11 euros, half of which corresponds to ERDF funding. 

 

As a result of these 7 projects, fibre optic cable has been deployed in 26 locations in the provinces of Burgos, 

León, Palencia, Segovia, Soria and Valladolid. The impact in terms of population is 7,214 inhabitants. 

 

Equipment examples: 

  
Headquarters in La Granja de San Ildefonso (Segovia) 

 



 
 

  
Optical Network Terminals (ONTs) in Corbillos de la Somarriba (León) 

 

This is considered a Good Practise because it meets the following criteria: 

 

 

1. The action has been adequately disseminated to beneficiaries, potential beneficiaries and the general 

public.  

 

In addition to compliance with regulatory requirements, since this operation has been disseminated through 

the business unit and beneficiary’s website: 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

this operation was also disseminated through a great number of news items, meetings with Mayors and 

on-site presentations: 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Public activities and events have also been held, such as the conference "Internet connectivity in rural 

areas: challenges, policies and technologies", held on 19 March 2018 in Valladolid, at the Assembly 

Hall of the Regional Ministry of Development and of the Environment. 

 

 
 



 
 

2. The actions incorporate innovative elements. 

 

New generation access networks refer to public electronic communications networks capable of providing 

next generation broadband access services, i.e. allowing high (30 Mbps or more) or very high (100Mbps 

or more) speeds.  

 

In this case, the access technology used is fibre optic to the home. This technology is based exclusively on 

fibre optic to provide broadband access. They are the fastest networks due to the high capacity of fibre 

optic to transmit data and are gradually replacing traditional access based on copper cables.  

 

3. Adaptation of the results obtained to the established objectives.  

 

The purpose of these calls for aid is to accelerate the extension of the coverage of public electronic 

communications networks capable of providing new generation broadband access services to areas with 

no current or planned coverage in the next few years, which will make it possible to improve the 

functionality and quality of digital services, thereby increasing the well-being and quality of life of citizens 

and contributing to the success of a sustainable growth model.  

 

4. Contribution to the resolution of a problem or weakness detected in the territorial scope of 

implementation. 

 

The deployment of this new technology will lead to a whole range of new high-speed communication 

services being made available to citizens. This increased coverage of higher speed and quality services 

will result in improved living conditions and economic expectations for the inhabitants and businesses of 

the population centres.  

 

It is widely recognised that broadband penetration and increased speed contribute significantly to 

economic growth in the territory, increasing its competitiveness and innovation, providing employment 

opportunities for young people, preventing the relocation of economic activities and attracting foreign 

investment. 

 

5. High coverage of the target population.  

 

These 7 projects co-financed by the ERDF, within the framework of the aid for the extension of broadband 

carried out by Telefónica, will enable 100% of the inhabitants of 26 towns to have coverage with a new 

generation broadband access network. 

 

The towns benefiting from this, all of them rural, i.e. from 99 to 549 inhabitants, are located in the 

provinces of BURGOS (San Medel, Orón, Renuncio, Rioseras, Villacienzo, Vivar del Cid), LEÓN 

(Arcahueja, Castrillo de la Ribera Corbillos de la Sobarriba, Cortiguera, Las Lomas, Marialba de la Ribera, 

Narayola, Puente Villarente de Villaturiel, Requejo de la Vega, Santa Olaja de la Ribera, Valdelafuente), 

PALENCIA (Fuentes de Valdepero), SEGOVIA (Sonsoto, Trescasas, Valsaín), SORIA (Garray, Las 

Casas, P.E. Medio Ambiente Garray) and VALLADOLID (Ciguñuela, Pesquera de Duero). 

 

6. Consideration of the cross-cutting equal opportunities and non-discrimination criteria, in addition 

to social responsibility and environmental sustainability.  

 

This project considers specific actions to promote equal opportunities and non-discrimination, such as the 

incorporation, in the bases of the aid, of the reference to compliance, by the companies, of the regulations 

related to people with disabilities. On the other hand,  

broadband access services are equal for women and men. 

 

Specific actions to promote social responsibility and environmental sustainability are also considered, such 

as the fact that deployment is carried out using existing infrastructure, that project assessment criteria value 

resource efficiency, and that high-speed broadband access services reduce travel, contributing to 

environmental protection and climate change mitigation. 

 



 
 

7. Synergies with other policies or public intervention instruments   

 

New generation broadband is digital oxygen for everyone. The digital economy is growing seven times 

faster than the rest of the economy and much of this growth is being driven by broadband. The development 

of high-speed networks today has the same impact as the development of electricity and transport networks 

had a century ago and is of strategic importance for growth and innovation in all sectors of the economy 

and for social and territorial cohesion.  

 

The project is in line with the Digital Agenda for Europe promoted by the European Union within the 

Europe 2020 strategy and with the Digital Agenda for Spain promoted by the State. Furthermore, this 

operation is integrated in the 2014-2020 Digital Agenda for Castilla y León, which is part of the Regional 

Strategy for Research and Innovation for the Smart Specialisation of Castilla y León 2014-2020. 
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