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Acquisition of vehicles equipped for the prevention and defense against forest fires 
 

The Dirección General de Ordenación Forestal (Directorate- General of Forest Management)  

carried out this acquisition of 12 motor-driven vehicles to fight forest fires operation, with the 

aim of renewing the vehicles available to the Autonomous Community. 

 

 

The prevention and defense device against forest fires demands, to guarantee the success of the 

operations, modern motor-driven vehicles, more efficient, respectful with the environment and 

equipped with technical improvements that increase the staff safety. 

Most of the vehicles equipped for the fight against forest fires that were available to the Xunta de 

Galicia were not in good condition. The two main causes of this bad state are the high number of 

years of use and the deterioration that they suffer in the harsh conditions of the works of 

prevention and defense against forest fires performance. It should be noted, for example, that most 

of these vehicles exceeded 10 years old, age in which their effectiveness is greatly reduced. 

This operation reached a total cost of 2.538.720 €, of which 80% is FEDER aid (2.030.976 € ) 

and 20% is provided by the Xunta de Galicia. 

With the acquisition of these motor-pump vehicles, 25% of the motor-driven vehicles that 

exceeded 10 years old have been renewed. This is intended to keep below 2% the fires that exceed 

25 hectares and no more than one hectare is affected by at least 70% of the fires. 
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It is considered a Best Practice because it meets the criteria designed for that purpose: 

1. It has been conveniently disseminated among the beneficiaries, potential beneficiaries and 

the public in general 

 

The distribution of the vehicles was made on June 9, 2017 in the City of Culture of Santiago de 

Compostela in a public ceremony. This was reflected in the website of the Consellería del Medio 

Rural.  

 

 
 
All vehicles carry advertising with the appropriate structure to the regulations that govern the 

information of the FEDER community funds that co-financed the operation. A sticker was placed 

on each and every one of them, in a conspicuous place, where reference is made to the funds that 

support the operation with the following format: 
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The press release issued by the Communication Office of the Consellería de Medio Rural was 

also published in different media of regional circulation such as La Voz de Galicia, Faro de Vigo 

or Diario de Pontevedra: 
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2. The operation incorporates innovative elements 

Through this operation, a part of the fleet of vehicles against forest fires has been renewed and 

modernized, so necessary to attend the forest fires that may occur in Galicia and especially in 

those moments in which, due to the simultaneity of fires registered, it is necessary to optimize the 

resources that act in each fire. With these vehicles, and in comparison with those that have been 

replaced, the reaction times are reduced considerably and the equipment they are equipped with 

contributes to guarantee greater staff safety as well as greater efficiency and effectiveness in the 

operation. 

3. Adaptation of the results obtained to the established objectives 

 

This operation contributes significantly to improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

prevention and defense mechanism against the forest fires of the Xunta de Galicia, equipping it 

with modern, more efficient motor-driven vehicles, respectful of the environment and with 

technical and technological improvements that increase the staff security. 

 

 
 

 

4. Contribution to the resolution of a problem or weakness detected in the territorial 

scope of execution 
 

Forest fires are a threat that affects not only the public and private forestry heritage, but also 

natural resources and the maintenance and development of human activity in rural areas. 

This acquisition of 12 new vehicles contributes notably to the success in the fight against forest 

fires, as well as to improve the staff safety during the work of extinction. 
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5. High degree of coverage on the population to which it is addressed 
 

The incorporation of 12 new vehicles to the operation of prevention and defense against forest 

fires in Galicia, was a considerable improvement to the protection of the population of the 

territorial areas of influence of these and even other areas, due to its greater ease of movement , 

being able to act in any point of the Autonomous Community of Galicia. 

6. Consideration of the horizontal criteria of equal opportunities and non-discrimination, 

as well as social responsibility and environmental sustainability 

 

For the supply contracting of the 12 vehicles equipped for the prevention and defense against 

forest fires, these criteria have been considered, which are elements to take into account in case 

of possible dead heat in the process of final evaluation of the offers. Specifically, preference is 

given, in the first place, to the companies that have a permanent number of workers with 

disabilities greater than 2% and, secondly, to the companies that have implemented an Equality 

Plan. 

 

Likewise, equality of opportunity is very well considered in any of the texts in which reference is 

made to it, because in all of them a neutral language is used, taking special care not to make use 

of a language that can be considered sexist. 

Finally, as already indicated, these vehicles are more efficient and respectful with the environment 

than those that come to replace, some of them with more than 30 years. 

 

7. Synergies with other statecraft or instruments of public intervention 
 

This operation is related to the provisions of the Prevention and Defense Plan against Forest Fires 

of Galicia (PLADIGA). 
 

This plan contributes to the defense of forest lands and areas of forest influence, encompassing 

prevention, protection, awareness, surveillance, detection and extinction plans, as well as research 

and development, cartographic support, coordination and the training of service agents. 

 


