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The construction of the new Local Primary Healthcare Centre of Villayón is presented as 

an example of Good Practices. 

The construction of the Local Health Centre of Villayón was an action carried out by the 

Regional Department of Health of the Principality of Asturias involving an investment of 

745,273.30 euros, with 80% co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF) as part of the ERDF Operational Programme for Asturias 2014-2020. 

The population covered amounts to 914 persons. 

The health centre, inaugurated in October 2016, is located in the western area of the region, in 

the capital of the town council with the same name. This municipality is part of Health Area I in 

the Healthcare Map of Asturias, having the Hospital de Jarrio (Coaña) 20 kilometres as its main 

referral centre.  

The entire municipality shows difficulties regarding accessibility as this is via secondary roads 

along mountains.  

 

It is modern, well-lit and comfortable building, having a 685 m2 built area that is three times the 

size of the old health centre.  

The space is distributed into three floors: the ground floor has four consulting rooms, a waiting 

room, a multipurpose area and an administrative area.  

 



 

The residential area for professionals on call and the continuous care service is located on the 

first floor.  

The storage and pellet boiler areas are found in the semi-basement floor.  

 

 

The population covered amounts to 914 persons, i.e. almost all the inhabitants of the 

municipality, belonging to an aged population scattered throughout the territory, mainly 

dedicated to the farming sector (agriculture and livestock). Around 8,000 medical consultations 

are performed each, some 4,600 nursing consultations and approximately 800 A&E 

consultations. 

 

This action is considered to comply with good practices since it fulfils the following: 

 It has been spread widely among its beneficiaries and the public in general: 

The new facilities have been covered widely in the media. Information on the new health centre 

has been actively disseminated throughout the different regional and local media via all kind of 

actions such a press releases in the Government of Asturias website, the preparation of an 

information file on the project for the Web asturias.es website and information of the action 

spread both in written and digital newspapers and broadcast on the local television. In all these 

cases, information was always given on the co-financing of the European Union via the 

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

An advertisement lasting one week was inserted on the front page of La Nueva España digital 

newspaper. 

 

 

 The action incorporates innovative elements: 

The construction of the health centre has taken into account the inclusion of innovative 

elements, highlighting the use of new information technologies that make it possible to offer 

higher quality health services due to faster and better information communication.  

Emphasis should be placed on the fact the new facilities solve accessibility problems by 

concentrating the basic health care activities on the ground floor. 

 



On the other hand, a pellet boiler using renewable materials as fuel, was installed in the 

basement, thus providing the advantages of caring for the environment, lower fuel costs and a 

better performance. Pellet boiler supply costs are one-third of those for other types of boiler. 

The building attained the highest energy rating (A) proving maximum energy efficiency. 

 

 Adaptation of the results obtained to the objectives set: 

The action, included in the ERDF Operational Programme for Asturias 2014-2020, contributes 

towards guaranteeing the continuity and permanence of the inhabitants in a rural area currently 

threatened by depopulation, as investment in health care infrastructures in rural areas has a 

direct influence on maintaining their population and on balanced territorial development. 

 

 

 

The value added by the construction of the health centre in this area involves guaranteeing one 

of the most important and highly valued social services for the population, i.e. the right to health 

and to top quality healthcare services, and for it to efficiently reach all municipalities of the 

Asturian territory. 

 

 Contribution towards resolving a regional problem or weakness detected: 

The construction and later posterior opening of the new health centre, meant a healthcare 

breakthrough in such a complicated mountainous area. This implies a considerable primary 

healthcare delivery improvement in an area of this region that showed great deficiencies and 

required big changes. 



 

 

 High degree of coverage regarding its target population: 

The Government of the Principality of Asturias continues advancing in its objective to bring 

healthcare services closer to citizens while guaranteeing equity in the access to these, for which 

reason this action manages to consolidate the spirit of improvement in primary healthcare such 

as providing universal essential healthcare coverage. 

 

 Horizontal criteria consideration for equal opportunities and environmental 

sustainability: 

Equal opportunity criteria have been taken into account when facilitating access to these social 

infrastructures to all the population, leading to the elimination of architectural barriers to allow 

for easy and convenient access of people with disabilities or reduced mobility.  

 

 

 



On the other hand, gender equality is also respected, contributing towards improving the quality 

of life of women in the sense priority is given to the service proximity to counter geographic 

dispersion and remoteness, helping women reconcile the development of their professional 

work and their family responsibilities.  

 

 

With regard to the inclusion of environmental sustainability criteria, it should be highlighted 

that closer health centres allow for the use of more sustainable means of transport to access such 

healthcare facilities, thus reducing the emissions into the environment.  

 

 Synergies with other public intervention policies or instruments: 

The action provides synergies with other public policies forming part of the healthcare 

infrastructure policy, through the improvement in resources, while also with the territorial 

planning policy and rural development. 
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