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0. Brief description of the action 
 

 The project consisted of the construction of a new botanical enclave for a better understanding of the 
biodiversity and natural values of the protected natural area of the Valle Salado de Añana. Located 30 
km from Vitoria-Gasteiz, the Valle Salado de Añana contains one of the oldest salt factories in the world, 
and is a superb open-air cultural landscape made up of more than 5,000 threshing floors: platforms on 
which the muera (salt water) is poured to obtain salt through solar evaporation. A unique and extensive 
network of wooden canals distributes the water to the most remote points of the Valle Salado. 
 
The operation, co-financed by the ERDF, involves the rehabilitation of an area of 16 threshing floors, 
intended for research and dissemination of the biodiversity of the salt marshes. They are located on a 
plot called Santa Engracia, with a surface area of 1,800 m2, where the main saline spring of the Valley 
is located and next to the source of the river Muera, and includes the preparation of the spring as a 
visitable area for environmental education. In fact, here, a boundary is created between the salinity zone 
and the non-saline zone which, thanks to recovery and regeneration work, is once again home to 
riverbank vegetation. The threshing floors are home to flora specific to saline areas, species known as 
halophytes, many of which are endangered.  
 
The eligible cost of the action amounts to 104,100.29 euros, with 50% having been received from the 
ERDF (52,050.15 euros). The aim of this action is to improve the state of conservation of the habitat 
area, specifically 0.07 hectares. 
 

 
 

 

It is considered a Good Practice Project as it meets the following criteria: 
 
1.- The action has been properly disseminated among the beneficiary entities, potential 
beneficiaries and the general public.  
In compliance with the regulations, a plaque has been placed for dissemination among the general 
public, pointing out the ERDF co-financing at the site of the action: 



 
 

Details of the inauguration on the DFA’s website, Facebook and Twitter profiles: 

 
 

 
The action has been widely reported in the media, at the time of its inauguration. Examples of this 
include: 
 
Press release from the Provincial Council of Alava: 

 
 

 

 



News of the inauguration in the Diario de Noticias de Álava, El Correo and El Diario Vasco: 

 

 

 

 



News of the inauguration in the Blog de turismo de Álava and in 20 minutos: 

 

 
The inauguration was also covered by local radio stations such as Cadena SER Vitoria, Euskal Irratia 
and Onda Cero Vitoria. On the other hand, the regional television station ETB also offered information 
on the action. 
An article was also published in the newspaper Estrategia Empresarial concerning this operation and the 
participation of the ERDF: 
 

 
 



2.- The action incorporates innovative elements. 
 
On the one hand, six specific halophyte species have been pioneeringly cultivated on the threshing 
floors of the salt enclave, two of which are included in the Basque catalogue of endangered species 
(frankenia pulverulenta and juncus acutus). This innovative action will serve as a laboratory for 
restoring, conserving, studying and researching the uniqueness of these species, which will provide 
information on a botanical and genetic level and also in the field of climate change mitigation.  
 
On the other hand, a new tourist route has been created in the salt pans that does not focus on the salt 
production work, but dives into the heart of the system, the spring of Santa Engracia, which supplies the 
entire salt exploitation with an ingenious system of wooden channels to see how the salt water is 
distributed throughout the salt pans. This work involves the preparation and regeneration of vegetation 
that is highly noteworthy due to its uniqueness. 
 

 
 

 
3.- Adequacy of the results obtained to the established aims.  
 
The aim is to conserve and implement the specific biodiversity of salt marshes, and then disseminate 
interesting information to the public. There is also a desire to continue working on the social, economic 
and touristic development of the region.  
 
Thanks to European funds, 50,000 seeds have been planted, which have contributed to regenerating the 
specific biodiversity and bringing more added value to the area, turning the enclave into an 
autochthonous botanical showcase and a laboratory of great interest for researchers, inhabitants of the 
area and the general public. In addition, a new tourist itinerary has been created, which will increase 
the annual number of visitors by almost 90,000 and will have an impact on local and regional 
development. 
 

4.- It contributes to the resolution of a regional problem or weakness.  
 
The main problem of the salt pans, one of the oldest in the world with its more than 6,500 years of 
history, was the serious deterioration they suffered from the twentieth century onwards. The inland 
salt pans as a whole suffered a major crisis as improvements in coastal salt pans and transport systems 
were developed, making these types uncompetitive. 
 



The actual recovery process began in 1998, when the Provincial Council of Alava drew up and 
implemented a Master Plan, which set the guidelines for managing the project, protecting the cultural 
heritage and promoting the recovery of the area. Thanks to the project and the European contribution, it 
has been possible for work to continue along these lines, developing a region characterised by its 
isolation and depopulation. 
 

5.- It has a high degree of coverage of the target population. 
 
The Valle Salado de Añana has around 90,000 visitors a year, and it is hoped that the construction of 
this enclave will be an added attraction so that this figure can be increased. Moreover, it is a project of 
interest to researchers in the field of biodiversity and specifically in the unique species of the salt 
marshes.  
 
On the other hand, and due to its potential for economic and social revitalisation, the action is aimed at 
the 9,000 inhabitants of the area where it is located, which have benefited from the recovery 
management, local and regional development carried out.  
 

 
 

6.- The horizontal criteria of equal opportunities and non-discrimination, environmental 
sustainability and/or social responsibility have been taken into account. 
 
The area comprising the Valle Salado de Añana and the lake of Caicedo or Arreo, has been declared a 
RAMSAR Wetland of International Importance since 2002, due to the unique historical-archaeological 
and anthropic values of the salt pans and their special saline ecosystems that create an exclusive habitat 
that is home to a wide variety of species of halophyte fauna and flora, unique in the Basque Country.  
 
This declaration is a reflection of the work carried out both in conservation and in the rational and 
sustainable use of its resources, in favour of an environmental sustainability present in all its areas. 
Structures are built and salt production is carried out in an ecologically and environmentally balanced 
way. 
 
The action has had a positive impact on society in general in the area. In addition, the results obtained 
are aimed equally at men and women, guaranteeing equal opportunities and non-discrimination both 
in the contracting of the different jobs, as well as in future research grants. 
 



7.- Synergies with other policies or instruments of public intervention. Account shall be taken of 
whether the action has reinforced the action of other funds and has contributed to enhancing the 
positive effects of those funds. 
 
The Provincial Council of Alava and the Basque Government have dedicated resources since the end 
of the ‘90s to the restoration of the Valle Salado de Añana, creating synergies between the two. The first 
actions were carried out between 2000 and 2004, when the “Master Plan for the Integral Recovery 
of the Valle Salado” was drawn up to document and investigate the tangible and intangible heritage of 
the property and to establish the guidelines to provide it with a future. In a second stage (2005-2008), 
part of the prescribed actions were implemented, but above all the foundations were laid for the future 
management of the salt pans. The beginning of the third stage took place in 2009, when the Valle Salado 
de Añana Foundationwas established, the entity responsible for the management, recovery and 
enhancement of the valley. 
 
Some of the interventions carried out in the Valle Salado were developed in the framework of two 
projects co-financed by the ERDF within the Interreg Atlantic Area Programmes during the years 
2004-2012. These projects, called SAL and ECOSAL ATLANTIS, were aimed at promoting the salt 
activity, tourism and the regeneration of the environment.  
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