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GOOD PRACTICE 

EXPANSION OF THE PORT OF PLAYA BLANCA 

The project "Expansion of the Port of Playa Blanca", located in the municipality of Yaiza in 
Lanzarote (Canary Islands), is managed by the public entity Puertos Canarios, working under the 
Department of Public Works and Transport of the Government of the Canary Islands. With these 
works, the port of Playa Blanca will double its surface area, going from the current 91,470 m , 
with which it currently has to the 205,569 m  planned. 

The investment will be mainly destined to the execution of an exterior dock with capacity for two 
ferries, such as the ones currently operating, and with the possibility of housing, in the new 300-
metre-long dock, medium-sized cruise ships. The new dock will provide shelter for three new 
quays for berthing ferries by means of a shelter dock approximately 440 metres long. 

The port will also have a new Maritime Station, a commercial area of 2,300 m , as well as new 
esplanades in which new embarkation and parking areas will be located. The existing quay will 
be used for fishing, leisure and sports boats, increasing its current capacity from 162 berths to 
around 210. 

Infography: final outcome of the expansion of the Port of Playa Blanca, Lanzarote. 

The first phase, which began in 2018 and consisted of the canalization of the Punta Limones 
ravine and the construction of the embankment dike, which corresponds to the first alignment of 
the port, is presented as a good practice. Of the 3,000 blocks planned, 1,600 concrete blocks have 
been placed, the esplanade gained from the sea has been extended, with 40% of the fillings 
completed , and the loading dock has been built, in addition to storing on site 50% of the stone 
needed to build the dock layer 



      

     

                

 

       

       

 

 

 
 

         
 

 
 

Eligible Public Expenditure: ! 8,052,149 

ERDF aid (85%): ! 6,844,327 

The works carried out in this first phase have created a port area of 44,043 m2. 

Justification of the Criteria for Good Practices: 

1-High dissemination among beneficiaries and the general public 

Poster: 

Las 
obras 
realizada 

News on the website of Puertos Canarios (Canarian ports): 
https://puertoscanarios.es/fondos-feder/ 

https://puertoscanarios.es/fondos-feder/


 
 

 

 

          

 

 
           

 
 

 

News on the website of Puertos Canarios (Canarian ports): 
https://puertoscanarios.es/pablo-rodriguez-superviso-hoy-la-evolucion-de-las-obras-de-
ampliacion-del-puerto-de-playa-blanca/ 

News on the website of the Government of the Canary Islands: 

http://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/noticias/opt/102122/pablo-rodriguez-informa-obras-puerto-playa-blanca-estan-
desarrollando-conforme-plazos-previstos 

https://puertoscanarios.es/pablo-rodriguez-superviso-hoy-la-evolucion-de-las-obras-de-ampliacion-del-puerto-de-playa-blanca/
http://www.gobiernodecanarias.org/noticias/opt/102122/pablo-rodriguez-informa-obras-puerto-playa-blanca-estan-desarrollando-conforme-plazos-previstos


 

  
        

 
 

 
     

 

 

de Canarias.
News on the website of Yaiza city council: 
https://yaiza.es/el-gobierno-garantiza-que-en-2018-ya-estaran-invertidos-255-millones-en-el-puerto-de-playa-blanca 

News on the digital press: 
https://www.diariodelanzarote.com/noticia/las-obras-de-ampliación-del-puerto-de-playa-

https://yaiza.es/el-gobierno-garantiza-que-en-2018-ya-estaran-invertidos-255-millones-en-el-puerto-de-playa-blanca


 
 
 

   
 

 
 

    

News on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/PresiCan/status/951517542056714242 

News on written press: 

https://twitter.com/PresiCan/status/951517542056714242


 

 
 

     
 

                 
                 

                
 

             
              

 
 

                  
              

               
                   

2.- Incorporation of innovative elements. 

The incorporation of innovative elements in the execution of these works is found in the use of 
'caissons' that will serve to enlarge the dock of the Port. For this work, 13 caissons will be 
manufactured, which will allow the total length of the port to be extended by 440 metres. 

These caissons constitute the most innovative method when undertaking a maritime work, due to 
their multiple applications in the construction terrain, whether in quays, vertical docks or maritime 
stations. 

A caisson is a structure composed of concrete and steel that can be configured in an infinite number 
of ways and that provides, among other particularities, stability and rigidity to any maritime 
construction. The construction process begins with the assembly on a pontoon (a boat that carries 
out works at sea) of the steel structure that will serve as the skeleton of the caisson. Once the 



                 
                  

                 
                   

           
 

        
 

                
                

    
 

               
             

 
                

 
                 

                  
       

 
              

             
             
                 
      

 
                  

              
               
                

              
                

 
               

                 
              

                
      

 
             

 
             
             

             
      

  
            

      
 

                 
             

               
           

 

structure has been assembled, it is transferred to the pontoon of the dock from where the concrete 
is pumped and the formwork that shapes the caisson is placed. Once dry, it is ballasted from the 
dock to begin the process of launching it into the sea. In this operation, the caisson is detached 
from the floating dock that moves it, using a tugboat. Once the caisson has been moved to its final 
location, it is anchored by filling it with granular material. 

3.-Adaptation of the results obtained to the established objectives. 

The construction of a new, wider outer dock will allow operations with larger, faster and safer 
ships and will also facilitate and ensure the manoeuvres of operations in the port, boosting the 
reception of passenger traffic. 

The new manoeuvring dock will be more comfortable and accessible and will make it possible to 
organize the terrestrial service area and improve services for boat users and passengers. 

4.- Contribution to the resolution of a problem or weakness detected in the field of execution. 

The expansion of the port of Playa Blanca will increase the number of berths for sports boats and 
passenger boats, in addition to the increase in land area, to improve the services of the port, such 
as general, tourist and commercial activities. 

The Port of Playa Blanca maintains regular sea connections with the Port of Corralejo, in 
Fuerteventura, which in 2017 registered the highest turnover of the network of Puertos Canarios, 
with 1,118,799 passengers, so these works will significantly improve services to these users, who 
will have a Marine Station and a shopping area. In 2018, the Port surpassed the maximum figures 
with 1,130,000 passengers and more than 300,000 vehicles. 

For more than 20 years, the local Government of Lanzarote has claimed the need for a wider port 
in Playa Blanca, with the aim of facilitating the connectivity and socio-economic development of 
the south of the island. These works, considered of vital importance for the local Government and 
the City Council of Yaiza, will provide the Port with better facilities for residents and tourists who 
move from Lanzarote to Fuerteventura and will allow the arrival of medium-sized cruise ships, 
with a capacity of between 1,500 and 2,000 passengers and up to 280 meters in length. 

The Government of the Canary Islands, the local Government of Lanzarote and the City Council 
agree on the strategic importance of the port of Playa Blanca, which will improve the facilities and 
services of ferry users connecting Lanzarote and Fuerteventura, with an annual movement of more 
than one million passengers and more than 250,000 vehicles. It will also offer security for the 
mooring of the southern fishing fleet. 

5.- It has a high degree of coverage over the target population. 

The Port of Playa Blanca is the main means of communication with Fuerteventura, contributing 
and facilitating connectivity of road maritime traffic between islands and with the mainland, 
covering both residents and tourists. In 2018, the Port surpassed the maximum figures with 
1,130,000 passengers and more than 300,000 vehicles. 

6.- Consideration of the horizontal criteria of equal opportunities and non-discrimination, as 
well as social responsibility and environmental sustainability. 

The Department of Public Works and Transport carries out, on a regular basis, a control of the 
environmental parameters of the quality of the port water, defined in the Environmental 
Surveillance Plan, and an underwater monitoring of the state of the sebadales (marine plants) to 
check that they are not being affected by the works. 



               
             
           

 
 

           
 

                 
             

               
          

 
                

                 
           

All the actions have been carried out without gender discrimination, thanks to the incorporation of 
the transversal principle of Gender Equality in the administrative specifications of the contracting 
file, which guarantees that in no case will there be discrimination. 

7.- Synergies with other policies or instruments of public intervention. 

In order to carry out these works, the Government of the Canary Islands has counted with the 
collaboration of the Lanzarote Local Government, the Lanzarote Island Water Council, the Yaiza 
City Council, and the Directorate General for Sustainability of the Coast and Sea, which works 
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food and the Environment. 

In relation to the accesses to the port, collaboration synergies have been established with the Yaiza 
City Council for improving the accesses to the port, where the physical space is enlarged to create 
an exchanger station for cars, buses and taxis, ensuring quick access. 
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