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The Castilla y León regional and provincial governments are launching a common platform involving the 
installation of sensors for the intelligent management of the municipal public services provided by local 
governments in Castilla y León. In the first stage, the public services of street lighting, waste collection and 
water management will be managed by sensors installed on street lights, electrical panels, waste containers, 
water treatment facilities, water deposits, etc. The sensors send information to the platform, thus making it 
possible, for example, to monitor waste container levels to optimize waste pick-up, measure water consumption 
to detect leaks, and control street lighting to save on electricity.  

The cost of the Territorio Rural Inteligente project is 750.000 euro. of which 375.000 euros came from ERDF 
funding. 

Thanks to the Territorio Rural Inteligente project, in this first stage, 62 sensors were installed in the provinces 
of Segovia, Palencia, Soria, Ávila and León. Of these, 42 sensors monitor waste container levels, 11 moniter 
water services and 9 monitor public lighting. The impact in terms of population is 18.297 inhabitants. 

Examples of the waste, lighting and water sensors: 

   
The management platform´s home screen: 

 
 

This action is considered a good practice, since it meets the following criteria: 

1. The operation was duly disseminated and communicated to beneficiaries, potential beneficiaries and 
to the general public.  

In addition to compliance with regulatory requirements, the project was also disseminated on the 
management center´s web site. 
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The operation was disseminated through news articles published in the press. 
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In addition to this, public events and activities were held, such as a rural digital community day, 

at the auditorium of the Department of Transport and Environment of the regional government of Castilla 
y León; the Smart Energy Congress 2018 "Digital Transformation, leading Energy Efficiency", held 11-
12 April 2018 in Madrid at the Palacio Municipal de Congresos; the Greencities 2018-9 Forum on Urban 
Intelligence and Sustainability, held 25-26 April 2018 in Malaga at the Palacio de Ferias y Congresos; 
and the 4th Congress on Intelligent Cities held  30-31 May 2018 in Madrid at Espacio La Nave. 
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The Territorio Rural Inteligente de Castilla y León project has received the following awards: winner of 

 The awards are organized by the Secretary of State for Digital Advancement, Ministry of 
Economy and Business.  The awards ceremony was held on 12 December 2018. 
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2. The action incorporates innovative elements. 

The innovation presented in this project is, first, the tool itself, which is a common platform for local 
governments that enhances the reach and scope of their actions, and could be expanded to reach all of the 
local municipalities/provinces of Castilla y León.  

Another innovative element of the project is the technology employed, which enables the digital internet 
connection of sensors installed througout the territory.  According to the company Telefónica, it is the first 
rural sensor project of its kind in Europe (a new wireless communication technology that enables the 
connection of all types of low battery consumption sensors. 

The project is also innovative as regards the services it manages: waste collection, intelligent lighting, 
irrigation/pumping, and water supply/sanitation/reuse. 

Finally, it is the first autonomous community level initiative to launch a common Smart Rural platform 
that can be shared by all public administrations. It will lead to cost savings, and particularly to greater 
sustainability, lower carbon footprint, and the energy-efficient management of services, all of which will 
increase citizen satisfaction and open new opportunities for local businesses. 

3. Adequacy of results obtained to objectives established  

The project is part of the Castilla y León Digital Agenda 2014-2020, which was designed to promote e-
administation and improve the efficiency, effectiveness and quality of public services through more 
intensive use of new technologies, and specifically, to boost e-administration and digital public services 
by local entities, as part of the cooperation framework established among public administrations.  

The idea is to reboot the existing cooperative structures in place to promote intelligent digital municipal 

https://comunicacion.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/Comunicacion/es/Plantilla100DetalleFeed/1281372051501/NotaPrensa/1284838910193/Comunicacion
https://comunicacion.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/Comunicacion/es/Plantilla100DetalleFeed/1281372051501/NotaPrensa/1284838910193/Comunicacion
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and territorial services, such as Red de Municipios Digitales (Digital Municipalities Network) and Ciudad 
y Territorio Inteligente (Intelligent City/Territory),  The project enables the launch of an intelligent public 
services platform that builds on the synergies existing among the participating public administrations, and 
leads to economies of scale and lower costs.  

4. Contribution to the resolution of a problem or weakness detected in the territorial scope of 
execution. 

Castilla y León is a large autonomous community with many rural areas. The geographical dispersion of 
municipalities and depopulation are among its greatest problems, making the provision of public services 
by city and provincial governments more difficult. Use of the technology available on the Internet of 
Things for the management of these public services improves efficiency and the quality of the services 
provided to citizens. 

This project is designed to optimize public services management, and achieve time and cost savings. The 
shared platform will aid local authorities and foster more efficient territorial development in Castilla y 
León.  . 

5. High degree of coverage of target population.  

The platform is for use by municipal and other administrative bodies of Castilla y León,  and its use will 
directly benefit their populations as a whole. 

The Autonomous Community of Castilla y León, along with its 9 Provincial Governments, participate in 
this effort to better serve the 1.171. 793 persons residing in rural municipalities of 20.000 inhabitants or 
less.   

6. Consideration of the horizontal criteria of equal opportunity, non-discrimination, social 
responsibility and environmental sustainability  

The action itself involves the installation of sensors to facilitate the intelligent management of waste 
collection, public lighting, water supply/sanitation and reuse. This mitigates environmental impact, which 
results in net social and environmental/climate benefits.  

The project benefits the entire population of Castile and León. There is no inequality involved in its 
application. 

7. Synergies with other public policies or instruments   

The  initiative for the 
effective use of ICT to improve public services to citizens, businesses and organizations. The initiave has 
been underway since 2007, with the support of the regional, provincial and municipal governments.    In 
this regard, all 9 provinces of Castile Leon entered an agreement with the Castilla y León authorities for 

of this autonomous community. 

 
COMMUNITY, project within the Spain-Portugal Transborder Cooperation Programme, POCTEP.  
Adherents to the programme are Spain´s AC Castilla y León, the regional governments of Valladolid and 
Salamanca , and the Muncipal Chambers of Almeida and Sabugal, Portugal. The purpose of the project is 
to improve transborder cooperation between Spain and Portugal, by modernizing the practices of local 
administrations through innovation and the application of new technologies in municipalities. 

Further, the project is part of the Castilla y León Digital Agenda 2014-2020, which in turn forms part of 
the C y L 2014-2014 Regional Research Innovation Intelligent Specialization Strategy (RIS3).   
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