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Policy Data & Images







Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grumpy_Cat_by_Gage_Skidmore.jpg






Why Images?

Visual cues encode of socio-economic information

Largely unexplored (in Social Sciences)

Nicely complement other available data

Why now?

There’s a lot of them

They get better every day

Technological opportunism



Some examples…



Measuring Green Coverage



Measuring Green Coverage

Urban green space has

many benefits to urban

dwellers

But is is hard/expensive to

measure

Better quantification can

inform evidence-driven

policies





So what?

Information on exposure to vegetation in urban

environments is hard to generate…

… But very important for a variety of challenges,

from pollution to mental health

(Geographic) Data Science can help produce

timely datasets at scale



Aerial/Satellite Imagery



The physical appearance of a human settlement is a

reflection of the society that inhabits it

Urban areas with similar built environment have

similar social and demographic characteristics









So what?

Generating an update of IMD is expensive

Satellite images are already being collected

“Intercensal” updates based on satellites?



To take away

There’s a lot of images (and more to come!)

Images can be useful for policy analysis

To make the most of them, you need

(Geographic) Data Science
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